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Sisters and Elders of the Great Zambia Lusaka Mission,
Dear Elders and Sisters,
Hundreds of thousands of missionaries have served since the
early days of the restoration, giving hundreds of thousands of
years of missionary experience. The Church in turn has studied
and examined the total of this experience and measured the
effects of certain behavior as it relates to accomplishing the
mission of bringing the church out of obscurity and seeing
converts receive baptism.
The Brethren have observed, in missions with increasing
numbers of convert baptisms, mission presidents and
missionaries:














Have a firm belief that they will baptize.
Pray for and expect miracles.
Understand the importance of baptism in the context
of the Doctrine of Christ and the missionary
purpose.
Foster a culture of obedience.
Set realistic and challenging standards of excellence
and mission and companionship goals for baptism.
Are united in their vision and goals and talk
frequently about them.
Assistants to the president, zone leaders, sister
training leaders, district leaders and trainers lead by
example in consistently baptizing those who qualify
for baptism.
Set weekly and monthly baptismal goals and work
diligently to achieve them.
Invite people early in the teaching process to be
baptized as set forth in lesson one of Preach my
Gospel.
Help investigators gain a testimony through praying,
reading The Book of Mormon, attending church and
keeping the commandments.
Work in unity with stake presidents, bishops, ward
mission leaders and ward councils.
Ask everyone they meet; “who do you know who
would be interested in and benefit from this
message?” and “who else can benefit from our
message?”

I would love to see us take advantage of this collective wisdom
and insight and ask ourselves: What can we do as missionaries,
and as a mission, to embody these characteristics? What can I,
we do to further establish these beliefs and actions as central to
our mission culture?
We celebrate the blessing of serving with each of you and extend
our love to you all.
President Erickson

As I am writing this newsletter entry ….tomorrow…September
2nd is our 32nd wedding anniversary.
32 years ago President Erickson and I went to the Salt Lake
Temple to be sealed for time and all eternity. We knelt at an altar
in one of the many beautiful sealing rooms in that exquisite
temple and made covenants with our Father in Heaven to not only
love one another, but to be loyal to one another and to be loyal to
God. I have never regretted that decision or that day!
Like serving a mission, marriage has its challenges and takes
effort and positive energy to make it peaceful and happy and
rewarding. But the blessings that come from those efforts cannot
be matched.
“Marriage. . . is the most glorious and most exalting principle of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. No ordinance is of more importance
and none more sacred and more necessary to the eternal joy of
man. Faithfulness to the marriage covenant brings the fullest joy
here and glorious rewards hereafter.” (The Teachings of Ezra Taft
Benson [1988], 533–34)
Yes, you are now full time missionaries and supposed to have
your minds and hearts on bringing souls to Christ, but the doctrine
of marriage is central to the Savior’s plan for our happiness. Have
you considered, that you, already being endowed in the holy
temple of our God only have one more ordinance separating you
from qualifying for the greatest blessings ever promised by our
loving Father in Heaven for this life and the next? Your mission
NOW is preparing you for that next step in ways so personal and
powerful.
When President and I met, we were both college students,
working part time and both striving to live standards that would
qualify us for temple marriage. I knew I wanted to date and marry
a return missionary. I also knew I wanted to be swept off my feet
and fall in love. The Lord blessed me with both. First time I saw
him on campus I stared. It was a little embarrassing…but I
watched him for a good long time without him seeing me. I never
knew his name or even if he was a member of the church. A week
or two went by and I attended an institute fireside. As I stood at
the doorway of the chapel looking for a seat, my eye caught a
handsome young man sitting on the stand in the choir seats!
Though I still didn’t know his name, I now knew he was a
member! The Lord works in mysterious ways, right? Meanwhile,
my older sister and her husband wanted to line me up with their
friend and I agreed. The night of the blind date came….the
doorbell rang and when I opened the door…my mystery date was
my mystery man! The rest is history. We were married 8 months
later. 32 years later I still smile when I relive that story and thank
my Heavenly Father for the great blessings in my life.
Sister Erickson
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7 Elder Slade
11 Sister Mukweya
13 Sister Frimpong
15 Elder Kapande
19 Sister Motsi
20 Sister Browing
29 Elder Hinckley

5.

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking, or understanding
Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or
coordination
Sudden severe headache with no known cause

Seek immediate help if you observe any of these symptoms in
yourself or your companion. Also note the time of the first symptom.
That helps determine the proper type of care given.
Be well, stay healthy and enjoy your Missions, and never be
embarrassed to seek advice for a medical problem you are having. I
promise you….YOU ARE NOT BEING A PAIN. We love you.
Elder Birrell

Note from the Office
Flat Maintenance
“Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing; and
establish a house, even a house of prayer, a house of
fasting, a house of faith, a house of learning, a house of
glory, a house of order, a house of God” (D&C 88:119)
for this…should allow you to maintain privacy and the
dignity of your calling. (WHB pg45).
To our beloved missionaries who cause any damage in
the apartment, you are requested to contribute 20% on
the first 500.00zmw (in Zambia) or 34,400.00mwk (in
Malawi) and an extra 5% on anything more.
Note: “You will need to use personal funds to pay for any
damage you cause to your apartment.” (WHB pg46.)

Happy Anniversary! A whole 32 years together! Thank you for
all that you do and spending your time in service together. Your
example means so much to us.

Remember, it is only at Home and in Temples that
Families are nurtured.
For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God? (1Timothy 3:5)

HEALTH CORNER
Dear Elders and Sisters:
You have all been wonderful about helping to keep health costs
down in our Mission, and we appreciate your calling Sister Erickson
or myself to seek medical advice for your health problems. You may
have wondered if there are occasions, when you should seek
immediate medical care first, and call second. The answer is a
resounding YES. The following scenarios are only a few examples:
You get hit by a car; you witness your companion having a seizure;
you fall off your porch and can’t move or walk; you feel sick, you
check your temperature twice, and it is 104 F or 40 C; you are
doubled over with pain in your belly, etc. Naturally there are others,
where common sense and good judgement must prevail. Please DO
seek IMMEDIATE help, but then have your companion call ASAP.
Now a word to our Senior Couples regarding STROKE. You know
what a stroke is, but let’s review the signs:
1. Sudden numbness or weakness in face, arm, or leg. Especially
one side of the body

This is a brief moment in our lives to serve as missionaries for
the Lord. We shouldn’t be thinking thoughts like “I can’t wait
until this is over” but we should live in this moment. All too
often we can slip into a habit of being physically here, but our
minds and hearts somewhere else. Don’t rush this beautiful
opportunity and experience, live in your mission and be here
while you’re here.

Say Hello to our new Office Couple!
Elder and Sister Groesbeck, we are
grateful they are here so that we may
be
here.

Baptisms
Elder Abisai (Namibia)
Elder Kobuba (Zimbabwe)
Elder Zhuwankinyu (Zimbabwe)
Elder Kobyana (South Africa), Elder Zimene
(Zimbabwe) and Sister Njirayafa (Botswana) we welcome all of
you here. We are happy to work alongside you and thrust with
our might that we may have joy in the service of the Lord. We
know that you will love the time you have with us and
appreciate your eagerness to serve.

Elder Lemperle (USA)
Elder Mwangi (Kenya) Elder Dolonga
(South Africa) Sister Hirwa (South Africa)
and Elder Nakale (Namibia) went home. We are
grateful for every effort they have exerted. It is bittersweet to
lose such wonderful missionaries, but know that they can
continue on faithfully in the path of duty as latter-day saints
when they return.

Want to see yourself in the baptisms section of the monthly
newsletter? Email us your pictures at the office at
1461788@ldschurch.org

